
THE ANNUAL MEDICAL FESTIVAL OF 1853.

T ) the E litor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.
Dear Sir,—Having received, at the last anniversary of the American
Medical Association at New York, some friendly reproofs for having of
late suspended my contributions to your Journal, 1 send to your dispo-
sal a few discursive thoughts on the character and doings of that body,
without the least pretence of rendering a full report of their proceedings.

Having been for years excused from the bustle and attrition of rou-
tine practice, and limited mostly to office business, 1 had considered the
meetings of this national high court of medicine to be enjoyed rather
through the columns of our medical periodicals and newspapers, than
by seeing and hearing. But, on the morning of May 3d, 1 repaired to
the Bleecker Street Church, and, being ineligible to membership, I com-
plied with the suggestion of several friends and took and maintained a

position where I could both see and hear. And I must say, my dear
editor, those were delightful days ! I had no responsibilities nor labors.
Hence I could look on. And, such happy reunions ! So many dear old
friends and acquaintances, men who had extended the most marked
courtesy and kindness to myself in my past lonely wanderings in quest
of health ; and from many quarters, Georgia, Louisiana, St. Louis,
Philadelphia, Boston, Sic. And there, too, the very men with whom I
toiled twenty—thirty years ago, in New England. Aye, and dear, de-
parted Dr. Welch, too, of Hartford, with whom 1 slept the last night
but one of his pilgrimage ! I allow you to say that he led us in family
prayer only twenty-six hours before his Father called for him.

Here, too, I saw, for the first time, many of the princes of our pro-
fession. It was most cheering. Cordial, amicable was their greeting.
Many saw their friends mingled among the mass of six or seven hun-
dred, without the power of exchanging salutations. It seemed as if the
whole day should be devoted to social enjoyments exclusively ; but it
was one continued scene of hard labor, earnest discussion, pithy, pointed
addresses and reports, very free from gas or egotistical inflation, and
pointing exclusively to the advancement of medical science.

And there appeared to be great soundness of views on the varied
and multiplied topics of the meeting. There was certainly great har-
mony of opinion and action. I am not going to be so simple as to par-

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on June 21, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



ticularize, where wisdom seemed to abound on every side. But I will
say that some of the gentlemen from Maryland and Virginia stirred up
an unwonted tide of complacency and satisfaction in my heart. I
wanted to say to them, what I will say through your types, good doc-
tor, if your sheet should ever chance to meet their eyes, that I was par-
ticularly gratified with the treatment which quacks and outsiders received
at the hands of these gentlemen and others.

Some thirteen years ago, next November, I was listening to Dr.
Meigs's introductory lecture to the many hundred young men who had
just assembled in Philadelphia in attendance on the then three medical
schools of that city. " Young gentlemen," said he, " make it your
care and effort to become necessary, by your superior skill and assiduity,
and you will not be supplanted." This comprehensive maxim embraces
the whole scheme of medical success. If not much mistaken, I saw
evidence, during those three days, that our profession are mainly satis-
fied that all our talk about quacks, interlopers, and our rights and privi-
leges, is worse than useless. How instantly does the common citizen
set all this denunciation down to self-interest. It did seem, the other
day, as if the medical faculty of this country had decided that the very
best way of meeting the "pathies" is to qualify our young men and
laborers in medicine, by rapidly pushing them into the secrets of success-
fully combating and removing disease, to " make themselves more ne-

cessary " to the community in the hour of pain and peril, than all or

any pretenders. And,can't it he done? Let every lecture, every reci-
tation, every clinique, discussion or public movement, be based upon this
great and benevolent idea, and the thing is done. Why not ? Are not
the opposition lines manned mostly from abortions in our regular, medi-
cal schools-—men who have failed in fair competition ? Men, who, in a

majority of instances, truckle to some popular whim, and who employ
that, whim to ride into employment, as men use a balloon ? I may be
deceived. But it is my immovable conviction that our profession is go-
ing right—north and south, east and west ; and it was this conviction
that made those days, just before that awful sunset, so bright and sunny
to me. Why, Sir, for fifteen years, it has seemed to me that the world
were delighted in persecuting and mangling our faculty, caressing no-

vices, listening to wild plans of therapeutics, encouraging pretenders, and
treating with significant buts—huts—the very men who are bound by
public opinion to leave their beds at midnight to administer relief to mut-

tering, thankless beings ! And this is not all. The world, nay, editors,
have begun to acknowledge that there is some merit due our profession
for their readiness to risk all among immigrants from smallpox, scarlet fe-
ver, he., from which so many of our numbers have been sacrificed.
But I must close. I want to name many in that assembly. I want

to particularize the specimens of eloquence, and business sagacity I wit-nessed. I want to speak of three or four men who toiled like black-
smiths, and on whose efficient arrangements such despatch attended.
I will not name my old friend, Dr. Knight, nor his predecessor, Dr. Wel-
ford, of Virginia.

'

No ! But I must name Dr. Condie, of Philadelphia,
and Dr. Joseph M. Smith, of New York. There were probably others
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whose agencies were equally employed in keeping the machinery moving
without creaking or entanglement ; but the labors of these men seemed
to me so important lhat 1 cannot withhold this feeble tribute of my ad-
miration and applause.

But, farewell the happy days, and delightful, hospitable evenings, and
the excursions of this great and splendid medical festival of our nation.
I expect never to see another. But, during the brief remainder of my
medical journey I shall not cease to be grateful and animated at the
prospects of my own profession. I am quite sure our men are making
such solid improvements in physic and surgery—such concentrated efforts
to become skilful in removing disease and suffering, that their persecu-
tions and wrongs are already on the wane ; and the younger men will
yet see their fraternity the only body of respectable practitioners ; not

doubting, however, that there will evermore be a certain portion of men

and women who will prefer to be gulled and peeled and robbed and
poisoned by unprincipled quacks and nostrum venders.

M. L. North.Saratoga Springs, May 20th,1853.

LECTURES OF M. VALLEIX ON DISPLACEMENTS OF THE UTERUS.
TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH BY L. PARKS, JR., M.D.

NUMBER V.

Examination by means of the Speculum.—We do not, as I have
already told you, neglect the use of the speculum, as a means of diag-
nosis in cases of displacement of the uterus. We prefer the full specu-
lum, or a valvular one with three or four valves, which, when open,
corresponds to the full speculum. The bivalve speculum, in my opi-
nion, cannot be usefully employed in those cases where it is specially
important to know how the- cervix uteri is placed relatively to the field
of the instrument. These two valves, in fact, describe, in separating,
an arc of a circle, the centre of which is near the vulva, and at their
point of articulation—the movement which results being sufficient, if the
uterus is mobile, to alter its existing direction.
The speculum should be introduced slowdy, with precaution, and in the

direction of the axis of the vagina. Still less than in the tactile exami-
nation should you attempt to fall directly and at once upon the cervix,
or to seize it always at will ; but, if you do not find it in its habitual
situation, you should direct your speculum toward another point. The
necessity of executing this manoeuvre, which, as I have already told you,
had attracted attention without its whole import having been appre-
ciated, is always due to a displacement.

Now, if, in such a case, you seize the neck of the uterus, it is only
by having caused the organ to swing over, and it is then no longer pos-
sible for you to appreciate its real situation. You may, however, obtain
a perfect appreciation of its position by proceeding in the following
manner; viz., as soon as your speculum has passed the orifice of the
vagina, the obturator must be withdrawn. The walls of the vagina,
then, being constantly applied to each other, you will see them unfold
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